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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the 
Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Administration  of  the  Borough  for  the  year 

1944. 

Your  obedient  Servant., 

F.  J.  H.  MARTIN, 

M.R.C.S.,  L R.C.P.,  D.R.H., 

M.O.H.,  Barnstaple. 
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List  of  Staff 


The  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  consists  of  : — 

PART-TIME  OFFICER 

* 

F.  J.  H.  MARTIN,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer 

WHOLE-TIME  OFFICERS 

A.  E.  TUCKER,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.  Sanitary  Inspector 

W.  WHITFIELD,  c.s.i.b.,  m.s.i.a.,  a.m.i.p.c. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 


Miss  D.  BOLT 


Clerk 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  in  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General  figures) 
Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


Vital  Statistics. 

LIVE  BIRTHS.  Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  population 

STILL  BIRTHS.  Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


... 

2,396 
1 5,1 10 

... 

4H91 

. . . 

£106-519 

... 

£425 

Males 

Females  Total 

'45 

131  276 

2 1 

7 28 

304 

20'I 

Males  Females 
I 2 


RATE  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Males  Females 

DEATHS  96  106 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000 


Total  3 
97 

Total 

202 

I3‘3 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  o 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  o 


The  Table  appended  shows  the  comparative  figures  for 
Barnstaple,  and  England  and  Wales. 


Rate  per  1,000  population 

Death 

Rate 

Infant  Mortality  per 
1,000  live  births 

Deaths 
under 
1 year 

Deaths  from 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

per 

1,000 

Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis 
under  2 years 

Barnstaple 

20  1 

19 

13  3 

29 

98 

England  and  Wales 

17  6 

'50 

116 

46 

48 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  following  table  gives  the  quinquenial  rates  from 
1943  inclusive,  and  the  rate  for  1944  : — 


1 q I 4 — 1918 

71-90 

IQI9 — 1923 

57'46 

1924 — 1928 

68-o8 

,929—1933 

4419 

I934-1938 

59-9i 

1939-1943 

4871 

>9-4^ 

2Q-6o 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year. 

Mules.  Females. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  6 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  o o 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1.000  legitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

Deaths  over  65  years 


CT' 

C/t 

1 

^4 

O 

••  31 

80—85 

26 

0 

1 

^4 

Cn 

31 

85—90  . 

••  23 

c 

00 

1 

to 

• 54 

90—95  . 

7 

1914  to 


Total. 

9 

O 

2Q-60 

32-60 

26 

O 

O 

3 


The  following-  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  various 
diseases  with  the  comparative  figures  for  the  previous  five  years  and 
the  five-yearly  average  for  the  sake  of  comparison. 


Year. 

Influenza. 

Pneumonia. 

Cancer. 

Tuberculosis. 

•939 

6 

7 

37 

5 

1940 

5 

IS 

30 

9 

1941 

4 

6 

33 

7 

1942 

3 

5 

35 

12 

1 943 

6 

7 

34 

5 

Average 

4-8 

8 

do 

7*6 

1944 

1 

10 

26 

6 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria  and  Typhoid  Fever  compared  with  previous  years  : — 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Para  Typhoid 

1939 

6 

40 

0 

0 

1940 

19 

77 

2 

0 

1941 

27 

80 

O 

3 

1942 

9 

100 

O 

0 

1943 

...  29 

1 2 

I 

1 

1944 

23 

6 

I 

15* 

of  these  cases  attributed  to  a source  of  infection  outside  the 

district. 


Diphtheria  Prophylaxis. 


The  immunisation  of  children  was  continued  during  the  year. 
205  were  treated  as  follows: — 

Immunised  under  5 years  and  over,  but 

5 years  of  age,  under  15  years, 

136.  69. 


2 children  under  15  years  were  notified  as  suffering  from 
Diphtheria,  and  of  these  l had  received  a complete  course. 

The  material  used  for  treatment  was  A.P.T.  Two  injections 
were  given,  -3  c.c,  and  5 c.c.  at  four  weekly  intervals. 
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Scabies. 

499  cases  were  treated  at  the  Cleansing  Station  in  the  old 
Isolation  Hospital  against  455  last  year.  The  Benzyl  Benzoate 
treatment  is  used,  and  the  work  continues  to  be  carried  out  efficiently 
by  the  two  female  and  one  male  nurse  from  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade.  Cases  of  Scabies  from  the  Barnstaple  Rural  District  are 
also  treated  at  the  Centre.  The  number  of  treatments  given  is  as 
follows  : — 

Adults  Males  29  | Children  Males  175! 

Females  127)  ^ Females  170) 

Of  the  above  cases  29  adults  and  148  children  came  from  the 
Barnstaple  Rural  District. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Homes. 

No  provision  is  made  by  the  Local  Authority.  Three  district 
nurses  are  provided  by  voluntary  organisations. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

There  is  an  Infectious  Diseases  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Bideford,  which  serves  the  town  as  well  as  other  Local  Authorities  in 
North  Devon. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

/ These  are  provided  by  the  Devon  County  Council  at  Exeter  . 
and  continue  to  be  of  greatest  service  to  the  Borough  and  the 
Medical  Profession. 

\ 

The  V.D.  Clinic. 

This  is  held  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary  Annex. 

Sessions — 

Females.  Thursdays,  4.45  p.m.  Males.  Thursdays,  5.45  p.m. 

Fridays,  3. 30  p.m.  F'ridays,  4.30  p.m. 

Ambulance  Services. 

There  is  a motor  ambulance  stationed  at  Bideford  for  the 
removal  of  infectious  cases. 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  continues  to  be  of  great 
service  to  the  Borough  and  surrounding  district. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  two  following  tables  show  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year  and  the  deaths  from  this  disease.  Sexes  are  separated. 
Pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  are  also  differentiated. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

i— 

5 

5— 

10 

1 

10— 

15 

15— 

20 

* 

20— 

25 

25— 

35 

1 

1 

35— 

45 

1 

1 

1 

45— 

55 

55— 

65 

2 

65  and 

over 

Totals 

4 

2 

0 

2 

% 

Age  Periods 

Deaths 

' Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1—5 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20—25 

25—35 

1 

35—45 

4 

45—55 

55—65 

65  and  over 

1 

Totals 

4 

2 

0 

0 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  1944  (Excluding  Tuberculosis) 
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AGK  GROUPS 

Under  I year 

1 to  2 years 

2 to  3 years 

3 to  4 years 

4 to  5 years 

5 to  10  years 
10  to  15  years 
15  to  20  years 
20  to  35  years 
35  to  45  years 
45  to  65  years 
65  years  & over 

Total 

North  Ward| 

South  Ward' 

3 cases  from  North  Devon  Infirmary. 
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Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1944 


Causes  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

o 

Diphtheria 

0 

0. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

0 

Influenza 

0 

1 

Measles 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

0 

0 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesphagus  (Males)  and 
Uterus  (Females) 

] 

2 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

0 

Cancer  of  Breast 

0 

4 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

7 

9 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

Inter-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

9 

17 

Heart  Disease 

22 

29 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 

5 

2 

Bronchitis 

7 

5 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

0 

Ulceration  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

0 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

1 

2 

Appendicitis  . 

0 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

1 

Nephritis  ... 

1 

5 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis 

0 

0 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

0 

0 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  Injury.  Infantile 

- 

Disease 

2 

0 

Suicide 

1 

0 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 

0 

Other  Violent  Causes 

4 

3 

All  other  Causes  .y 

15 

16 

All  (pauses  ... 

96 

106 

I am  obliged  to  the  Barnstaple  Meteorological  Station  at  the  North  Devon 
Athenaeum  for  the  following  information  : — 

Barometer.  Highest  reading  30'6  ins.  Lowest  reading  29  0 ins. 

Temperature.  Maximum  82°  30th  May.  Minimum  21°  26th  December.  Mean 
for  the  year  51  0° 

33'44  ins.  Average  preceding  10  years  34'54  ins.  No.  of  days 
on  which  ’01  ins.  or  more  of  rain  fell,  170. 


Rainfall. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 


The  Castle, 

Barnstaple, 

August,  1945. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple 
Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  this  my  twenty-fourth 
Annual  Report  on  the  worlyxarried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  1944. 

The  routine  work  of  the  department  has  proceeded  in  the  usual 
quiet  manner  and  without  friction.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to 
serve  any  statutory  notices. 

Approximately  117  tons  of  materials  other  than  kitchen  waste 
were  salvaged,  valued  £812.  It  is  interesting  to  record  that  of  the 
books  collected  last  year  39  volumes  were  required  by  the  British 
Museum. 

44,400  carcases  were  examined  at  the  public  abattoir,  and  66 
tons  were  condemned  as  unfit  tor  human  consumption.  An  extension 
of  the  cooling  space  for  carcases  of  beef  has  proved  beneficial. 
3 tons  of  other  foodstuffs  were  condemned.  Sunday  slaughtering 
necessitating  inspections  should  not  be  permitted  to  become  the 
general  practice,  and  if  no  action  is  taken  locally  to  stop  it,  repre- 
sentations on  the  matter  should  be  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Food. 
Reference  was  made  to  this  in  the  Report  for  1942. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  was  2,962.  Complaints  received 
numbered  43,  and  all  were  dealt  with  in  the  usual  manner. 

Nuisances  were  abated  at  80  premises. 

5 samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
and  in  each  case  B.  Coli  absent  in  100  ml. 

In  April  Mi6s  D.  Bolt  commenced  as  a clerk  in  the  office,  and  I 
am  pleased  to  report  that  she  is  carrying  out  the  duties  in  a very 
satisfactory  manner.  She  is  the  first  lady  to  be  employed  in  this 
department. 

Once  more  I express  thanks  to  Mr.  Whitfield  for  the  excellent 
way  he  continues  to  carry  out  his  duties. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


During  the  financial  year  ended  March  1945  the  following  figures 
were  returned  : — 


Vehicles 


No.  of  loads  collected — 

No  1 

No.  2 

Totals 

House  Refuse 

567 

1 170 

1737  ) 

Trade  Refuse 

419 

26 

445  ) 

Miles  travelled 

336i 

409 

7840 

Gallons  of  petrol 

721 

903 

1624 

Miles  per  gallon 

5 

4-6 

Trade  refuse  was  collected  from  180  premises,  and  the  amount 
received  from  this  service  was  £231,  which  is  the  same  as  last  year. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  charge  made  to  the  different  traders 
for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  trade  refuse  has  not  been  increased 
during  the  war. 

Total  cost  of  collecting  and  disposing  of  the  refuse  was  £3,178. 

COLLECTION.  £1,932-  This  embodies  S.D.  Freighter  costs  of 
£1.088,  which  include  £170  Petrol  and  Oil,  £114  Repairs  &c.,  £88 
Licences,  £150  Renewals  Fund. 

DISPOSAL  & SALVAGE  £1,246,  and  of  this  amount  salvage  was 
responsible  for  £498. 

Income  for  salvage,  £811  14s.  7d. 

The  estimates  were  overspent  by  £62. 


Income  over  estimation,  £492, 


Service  in  credit  by  £430. 

Approximately  600  tons  of  kitchen  waste  were  collected  during 
the  year,  helping  to  feed  at  least  500  pigs  and  1,500  fowls  owned  by 
known  pig  and  poultry  keepers.  In  addition  over  2,000  fowls  owned 
by  private  householders  are  fed  by  own  kitchen  waste. 

During  the  war  1,032  Tons  of  essential  materials  have  been 
salvaged  by  the  Local  Authority,  for  which  £5,368  have  been  received. 
In  addition  large  quantities  have  been  sold  by  townspeople  direct  to 
a merchant  whose  premises  are  in  the  town. 

Kitchen  waste  saved  during  the  5 years  of  war  represents  about 
2,500  tons. 

Barnstaple  has  therefore  played  its  part  in  the  national  interest, 
and  the  people  are  thanked  for  what  they  have  done  week  by  week 
in  connection  with  salvage. 

Once  more  I have  to  thank  the  Council  for  permitting  me  to 
act  as  an  assistant  Hon.  District  Adviser  for  the  Ministry  of  Supply 
for  the  North  Devon  Area. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  materials  salyaged, 


together  with  their  value  : — 

Waste  Paper  A Cardboard 

Brown  Paper 

Newsprint 

Books 

Iron 

Lead 

Pewter 

Copper 

Brass 

Aluminium 

Zinc 

Textiles — 

Rags 

Rough  Rags 

Woollens 

Bagging 

Hair 

Cord 

Bones 

Bottles  1786") 

Jars  4200  | 

Rubber 

Records  ... 

Miscellaneous 


ton* 

cwt*. 

qrs. 

ib.. 

£ 

■. 

d. 

74 

5 

i* 

0 

479 

0 

2 

1 

16 

2 

0 

13 

13 

9 

4 

3 

2 

0 

43 

16 

6 

1 1 

5 

1 

0 

J04 

3 

6 

1 

7 

3 

0 

2 

2 

2 

2 

0 

'3 

! 

5 

1 1 

17 

17 

0 

1 

19 

13 

5 

3 

2 

8 

I 

IS 

1 1 

1 

0 

17 

1 

15 

4 

24 

2 

7 

3 

3 

1 

1 2 

53 

10 

0 

9 

1 

10 

3 

5 

3 

2 

0 

i 1 

7 

13 

6 

1 

19 

3 

9 

7 

18 

8 

1 

6 

17 

0 

l6 

1 

27 

3 

7 

8 

1 1 

7 

3 

3 

54 

5 

2 

8 

0 

1 

8 

1 1 

2 

1 

16 

2 

1 

9 

14 

7 

3 

6 

0 

21 

8 

10 

0 

3 

12 

16 

3 

2 

22 

3 

19 

1 

1 16 

17 

1 

9 

£811 

14 

7 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

1,169  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  premises  where  food  is 
prepared  or  sold  for  human  consumption. 

44,003  Food  Animals  were  slaughtered  and  inspected  at  the 
Council’s  Public  Abattoir.  In  addition  the  following  were  brought 
in  dressed  for  inspection  : — 

Cows,  4.  Calves,  3 Pigs,  26.  Sheep  364. 

The  following  tables  show  the  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered 
at  the  Public  Abattoir,  together  with  comparative  figures  for  the 
last  five  years  : — 


Beast*  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 
(excluding  cows) 


2585 

2405 

3202  34659 

I '52 

Year 

Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Totals 

194O 

2379 

378 

20885 

3550 

27192 

I941 

37*3 

960 

22606 

>837 

291  17 

1Q42 

3842 

1324 

26631 

700 

32497 

1943 

4400 

2759 

29678 

548 

37385 

1944 

4990 

3202 

34659 

1152 

44OO3 

1 1 Licenses  were  issued  to  slaughtermen. 


There  were  7 carcases  of  veal  condemned  as  being  affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis. These  were  reported  immediately  on  inspection  to  the 
Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Animal 
Health  Division.  He  caused  inspection  to  be  carried  out  at  the 
premises  from  where  the  calves  came,  and  in  all  cases  it  was 
found  that  the  dam  was  affected  with  Tuberculosis.  This  co- 
operation is  no  doubt  vital  if  we  desire  to  eradicate  Tuberculosis 

from  our  dairy  herds. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  meat,  etc.,  condemned  as  diseased 
or  otherwise  unfit  for  human  consumption,  together  with  the  reasons 
for  condemnation  : 


Article 


No.,  & c. 


Reason  for  Condemnation 


Carcases  Of  Beef  ...  195  89  Generalised  Tuberculosis 

4 Tuberculosis  with  Emaciation 
12  Tuberculosis  with  Emaciation  and 
Dropsy 

9 Tuberculosis  with  Dropsy 
26  Dropsy  and  Emaciation 

8 Dropsy 

9 Johne’s  Disease  and  Dropsy 
6 Johne’s  Disease 

2 Pleurisy  and  Dropsy 

- 3 Pneumonia  and  Dropsy 

4 Nephritis  and  Dropsy 
1 Septicaemia 

' 2 Pneumonia 

1 Anaemia  due  to  Redwater 

3 Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis 

3 Peritonitis  and  Inflammatory  Con- 
dition 

3 Inflammatory  Condition 

5 Injury 

1 Septic  Pericarditis 
1 Choking  and  Emaciation 
1 Moribund 
1 Fevered 

1 Generalised  Actinomycosis 


Fore  Quarter*  of  Beef  ...  29  28  Tuberculosis 

1 Pleurisy 

Hind  Quarter*  of  Beef  ...  17  13  Tuberculosis 

4  Injury 


Shoulders  of  Beef 


12  9 Tuberculosis 

2 Injury 
1 Abscess 


COWS  Heads  ...  177  144  Tuberculosis 

26  Actinomycosis 
6 Abscess 
1 Injury 


Beef  ...  ...  43  lbs  Abscess 

119  lbs  Peritonitis 

35  lbs  Tumour 

120  lbs  Dropsy 

1205  lbs  Injury 


l6 

Article 

No.,  See. 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

Carcases  of  Veal 

...  25  1 

5 Inflammatory  Condition 

2 Joint  ill 

4 Pneumonia 

3 Dropsy 

7 Tuberculosis 
1 Injury 
1 Moribund 
1 Jaundice 
1 Peritonitis 

Veal 

12  lbs 
36  lbs 
66  lbs 

Pleurisy 

Injury 

Various 

Carcases  of  Mutton 

...  180 

61  Emaciation  and  Dropsy 
33  Inflammatory  Condition 
11  Moribund 
2 Peritonitis 
6 Pleurisy  and  Dropsy 

2 Jaundice 

15  Anaemia  and  Dropsy 
5 Septicaemia 

3 Septic  Pneumonia 
3 Decomposition 

2 Blackquarter 
15  Injury 

5 Injury  and  Dropsy 
17  Dropsical 

Mutton 

...1097  lbs 
18  lbs 
771  lbs 
23  lbs 
25  lbs 
86  lbs 

Injury 

Inflammatory  Condition 

Pleurisy 

Abscess 

Peritonitis,  &c. 

Dropsy 

Carcases  of  Pork 

60 

3 Generalised  Tuberculosis 
7 Inflammatory  Condition 
3 Pneumonia 
3 Peritonitis 
2 Moribund 

1 Fevered 

2 Anaemia 

34  Swine  Fever 
2 Dropsy 

1 Swine  Erysipelas 
1 Pericarditis 
1 Injury  and  Septicaemia 

Pork 

...  189  lbs 

149  lbs 

Injury 

Various 

Pigs  Heads 

134 

Tuberculosis 

Offals 

....  36440  lbs 

Various 
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Artiole 

No.,  &c. 

- Reason  for  Condemnation 

Also  Beef  ... 

628  lbs 

Bone  Taint,  &c. 

Mutton 

53  lbs 

It  >t  tt 

Pork  ... 

57  lbs 

it  tt  tt 

Food  in  Tins  Milk 

174 

Blown,  &c. 

Fish 

77 

Vegetables 

283 

Weight 

Fruit 

31 

1000  lbs 

Meat,  &c. 

113 

Soup 

74 

Fish  Cakes 

28  lbs 

Various 

Oranges 

1320  lbs 

Lemons 

120  lbs 

Potatoes 

1568  lbs 

Rabbits 

39  lbs 

Rice 

8 lbs 

Pudding  Mixture 

276  lbs 

Dried  Milk 

14  lbs 

Jam 

84  lbs 

Soup  Powder  ... 

14  lbs 

Oatmeal 

3 lbs 

Hot  Chocolate  ... 

190  lbs 

Tea 

3 lbs 

Wet  Fish 

1498  lbs 

Decomposition 

Salt  Fish 

20  lbs 

" 

The  following- table  shows  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  at  the 
Public  Abattoir  separating  Tuberculosis  from  other  diseases  and 
conditions  : — 

Tuberculosis 

Other  Conditions 

Beef 

59879  lbs. 

33651  lbs. 

Offals 

12700  „ 

I9I9S  H 

Veal 

554 

>249  „ 

Offals 

87  M 

207  „ 

Pork 

3OI7  „ 

4789 

Offals 

201  „ . 

733  .. 

Mutton 

. • . 

8766  „ 

Offals 

... 

3317 

Totals 

Meat  63450  lbs. 
.Offals.  12988  ,, 

Meat  48455  lbs. 
Offals  23452  ,, 

/ 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  offals  condemned: — 


Bovines 

Calve* 

Sheep 

Pig* 

Whole  Livers 

Fluke 

544 

. . . 

242 

... 

Abscesses 

39 

I 

. . . 

Cavernous  Angioma  242 

... 

... 

... 

Necrosis 

2 

... 

I 

5 

Cysts 

6 

1 

6 

2 

Fatty 

1 1 

2 

195 

... 

Cirrhosis 

16 

... 

3 

. . . 

Parasitic  Abscesses 

6 

I 

681 

... 

Portions  of  Livers 

Fluke 

438 

Cavernous  Angioma 

>7 

... 

... 

... 

Abscesses 

4 

... 

... 

... 

Lungs 

Cysts 

8 

.. 

Pneumonia 

42 

II 

18 

310 

Pleurisy 

13 

... 

52 

7 

Abscesses 

10 

... 

2 

... 

/ 

Emphysema 

10 

... 

... 

... 

Kidneys 

Cysts 

8 

• • . 

... 

1 

Congestion 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Nephritis 

1 1 

2 

... 

12 

Haemorrhage 

... 

1 

... 

7 

Plucks 

Pleurisy 

• • • 

I 

1 18 

8 

Pneumonia 

• . . 

6 

3 

8 

Abscesses 

... 

3 

5 

... 

Cysts 

... 

... 

3 

... 

Parasites 

. . • 

2 

... 

- 

Congestion 

... 

6 

4 

Dropsy 

... 

3 

... 

Decomposition 

... 

... 

5 

... 

‘9 
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The  following  shows  the  extent  of  Tuberculosis  found  in  Bovine 
Animals  : — 


Cows  Heifers  Oxen  Calves 


Whole  Carcases — T.B.  only 

T.B.  with  emaciati 
T.B  with  emacia 
and  dropsy 
T.B.  with  dropsy 
Side,  head,  lungs,  liver  ... 

Side,  lungs,  liver 
Forequarter,  head,  lungs,  liver 
,,  lungs,  liver 

.,  lungs 

Hindquarter,  head,  lungs 

,,  lungs,  liver 

Shoulder,  head,  lungs,  liver 
Shoulder,  head,  lungs 
Shoulder,  lungs 
Kidneys,  head,  lungs,  liver 
Kidneys,  lungs,  liver 
Head 

Head,  lungs 
Head,  lungs,  liver 
Head,  lungs,  liver,  stomach 
Head,  liver 
Head,  lungs,  stomach 
Lungs 
Lungs,  liver 
Lungs,  liver,  stomach 
Lungs,  liver,  skirt 
Liver  ...  - 

Pluck 


Ton*  cwt*. 

Meat  condemned  at  Slaughterhouse  66  4 

,,  ,,  ,,  Shops  • 6' 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  14 

Food  in  tins  ...  ...  0 

Other  Food  ...  ...  1 12 


.. 

63 

12 

14 

7 

on 

4 

... 

... 

... 

ion 

12 

... 

... 

9 

... 

... 

2 

2 

... 

2 

. . . 

. . . 

6 

3 

... 

2 

... 

2 

• • 1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

t 

1 

2 

1 

... 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

... 

3 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

3i 

1 1 

5 

33 

1 1 

2 

19 

8 

2 

1 1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

.4 

1 

1 

• • • 

149 

26 

9 

1 

59 

6 

5 

4 

• • 

3 

4 

3 

... 

6 

1 

... 

3 

qrs. 

2 

2 

2 

O 

3 


69 


lbs. 

I 

IO 

O 

O 

o 


1 1 


Of  the  66  tons,  4 cwts,  2 qrs.  1 lb.  condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouse, 
45  tons,  17  cwts.,  2 qrs.,  1 1 lbs.  came  from  casualty  carcases. 

The  record  amount  of  meat  condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouse  in 
any  one  month  was  7 tons,  4 cwts.,  o qrs.,  2 7 lbs. 
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The  following-  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  inspected  and 
condemned  : — 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs- 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

,,  brought  in  dressed 

2585 

2405 

4 

3202 

3 

34659 

364 

1152 

26 

Number  inspected 

2585 

2409 

3205 

35023 

1178 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned  ... 

20 

61 

18 

180 

57 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

442 

947 

40 

1530 

432 

* 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

178% 

41 ‘8% 

ft 

1'8% 

4’8% 

41  0% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned  ... 

26 

88 

7 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

118 

347 

4 

... 

145 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tuber- 
culosis ... 

55% 

180% 

■34% 

. . . 

126% 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops. 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 
within  the  Borough,  together  with  the  number  of  retailers  and 


wholesale  producers  of  milk. 

Retailers  who  have  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the 

Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 8 

Retailers  with  Dairy  only — non  producers  . ...  n 

Retailers  whose  premises  are  situated  outside  the 

Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Retailers  with  Dairy  within  the  district  and  who 

have  Cowsheds  outside  ...  ...  4 

Retailer  without  a Dairy — non  producer  ..  1 

Wholesale  producers  with  Cowshed  and  Dairy  ...  1 

„ ,,  „ „ only  ...  1 

Wholesale  producer  with  Cowshed  outside  the 

district,  but  with  Dairy  in  the  Borough  ...  1 


336  Inspections  were  made  to  the  20  Cowsheds  and  35  Dairies 
situated  within  the  Borough.  Limewashing  is  carried  out  during 
the  months  of  May  and  October,  and  the  premises  are  found  to  be 
maintained  in  a clean  condition. 

617  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
by  the  standard  method  known  as  the  “ resazurin  test,”  and  placed 
in  the  categories  A good  keeping  quality,  B moderate,  and  C.  poor. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  : — 


A. 

B. 

C. 

Total. 

Town  produced 

167 

22 

17 

206 

Produced  outside 

338 

42 

3i 

4” 

This  is  a great  improvement  on  last  year. 
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4 samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  pathogenic 
organisms,  and  all  were  negative. 

A licence  was  granted  in  November  for  the  Pasteurising  of  Milk, 
The  plant  has  a capacity  of  17s  gallons  per  hour.  A bottle  washing 
and  a filling  machine  are  installed  at  these  premises.  Surplus  milk 
from  local  producers  and  milk  from  outside  sources  are  treated. 
13  samples  were  taken  of  pasteurised  milk,  and  12  passed  the 
required  test. 

Food  and  Drugs. 

The  following  table  shows  the  samples  of  milk  taken  during  the 
year,  with  the  results  of  their  examination  : — 


Article 

Number  taken 

Results  of  Examination 

Formal 

Inf’mal 

Total 

New  Milk 

4 

10 

H 

12  genuine  and  2 not  genuine 

,,  In  course  of 
delivery  ... 

7 

3 

IO 

No.  726  2%  deficient  in  non 
fatty  solids 

737  27%  deficient  in  fat 
4 genuine  and  6 not  genuine 

. 

„ Appeal  to  cow 

2 

X 

2 

No.  717  13%  deficient  in  fat 

7 1 8 5%  „ „ „ 

721  60%  „ „ „ 

723  I l/o  )!  ))  H 

73°  '9%  » >, 

732  29%  „ „ „ 

Genuine 

•3 

13 

26 

9 Informal  Samples  were  found  genuine,  with  average  analysis 
of  Fat  3-64%  and  Solids  not  fat  9-1% 

2 Formal  Samples  taken  in  course  of  delivery  were  genuine. 

1 Informal  Sample  taken  in  course  of  delivery  was  genuine. 


Samples  717,  723,  728  and  729. 

Sample  717  was  informal,  taken  from  producer  in  course  of 
delivery  to  retailer,  showed  fat  2'6 1 %,  non  fatty  solids  9’i8% — 
13%  deficient,  in  fat. 

723  was  formal  in  course  of  delivery  showing  fat  2^49%  and  non 
fatty  solids  8 68^0  — 17^  deficient  in  fat. 

A visit  was  made  to  the  farm,  and  2 appeal  to  cow  samples 
taken,  showing  3-1%  fat  and  8*5%  non  fatty  solids,  and  3*1%  fat 
and  8'8%  non  fatty  solids. 

It  was  found  that  in  one  shed  calves  were  permitted  to  suck  the 
cows  after  some  milk  had  been  drawn,  and  this  was  responsible 
for  deficiencies  of  fat.  A warning  was  given  to  discontinue 
this  practice. 


Samples  721  and  722.  The  first  was  taken  formally  in  course  of 
delivery  to  customer — result  showed  fat  ri%,  non  fatty  solids 
9‘07%  — 6o^>  deficient  in  fat. 

After  this  sample  had  been  taken  the  churn  was  plunged  and  a 
formal  sample  purchased,  which  on  analysis  showed  fat  5-5% 
and  non  fatty  solids  87% 

This  churn  contained  milk  produced  the  previous  evening, 
allowed  to  stand  and  without  proper  mixing  the  dairyman 
had  proceeded  to  sell  from  it.  Warning  given  in  this  case. 

Samples  726  and  727. 

726  was  deficient  in  non  fatty  solids  by  2% 

727  from  another  churn  taken  the  same  time  contained  4'Q%  fat 
and  8-5%  non  latty  solids. 

Improper  bulking  at  farm  was  considered  the  cause  of  the  deficiency 
in  the  first  sample.  A warning  was  given. 

Sample  718  contained  2 85%  fat  and  874%  non  fatty  solids — 5%  deficient 
in  fat. 

Two  other  samples  were  found  to  be  genuine.  Improper 
bulking  was  the  cause,  and  the  producer  was  warned. 
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Samples  737  and  738.  The  first  was  taken  informally  from  a bottle 
as  delivered,  showing  2-19%  fat  and  10-04%  non  fatty  solids. 

1 

This  was  followed  by  a formal  sample  also  from  a bottle,  and  on 
analysis  showed  37%  fat  and  9-1%  non  fatty  solids. 

The  rearing  of  calves  was  found  to  be  the  cause  of  the  variation 
in  quality,  and  the  producer  was  duly  warned. 

Samples  730,  732  and  733.  No.  730  was  taken  formally  in  course  of 
delivery  from  retailer  non-producer  to  a customer,  and  was 
found  to  be  19%  deficient  in  fat.  A visit  was  paid  to  the  dairy 
at  the  time  the  producer  arrived  with  the  milk,  and  the 
retailer  immediately  proceeded  to  pour  off  some  milk  from 
the  churn  containing  previous  evening's  milk  for  delivery  to 
the  particular  customer.  A sample  of,  this  milk  was  taken, 
which  on  analysis  showed  fat  2’ 13%  and  non  fatty  solids 
879% — 29%  deficient  in  fat.  It  was  requested  that  the  milk 
be  returned  to  the  particular  churn,  and  after  thorough  mixing 
a sample  was  taken  which  contained  4%  fat  and  9%  non  fatty 
solids. 

It  was  obvious  that  the  milk  in  this  particular  churn  produced 
the  previous  evening  was  not  mixed  before  proceeding  to 
retail.  A warning  was  given  to  both  the  producer  and 
retailer. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a considerable  amount  of  trouble  has  been 
taken  to  ensure  that  the  public  get  milk  of  the  required  standard. 
It  has  always  been  the  practice  of  the  department  to  refrain  from 
recommending  legal  proceedings  if  it  considers  there  has  been  no 
attempt  to  adulterate.  However,  in  view  of  the  widespread  ignorance 
and  lack  of  simple  measures  which  should  be  adopted  to  prevent 
milk  being  sold  below  the  standard  a letter  was  sent  to  each  producer 
and  retailer  of  milk  drawing  attention  to  the  fact  that  proper  bulking 
and  mixing  is  the  duty  of  the  persons  concerned,  and  that  proceedings 
may  be  taken  in  future  if  this  warning  is  ignored. 

21  samples  of  milk  were  analysed  by  your  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

2 samples  of  sweets  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  pathogenic 
organisms  with  negative  results. 

BathWater.  Four  samples  of  swimming  bath  water  were’taken 
for  examination.  In  one  the  water  was  found  to  be  over  chlorinated, 
and  the  others  were  satisfactory. 
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Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection. 

The  following  cases  were  investigated  : — 

Diphtheria  Scarlet  Fever  Tuberculosis  Typhoid 

8 20  54 

Paratyphoid  Food  Poisoning  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

2 2 i 

The  following  fumigations  were  carried  out  : — 

Diphtheria  Scarlet  Fever  Typhoid  Paratyphoid 

Q 17  4 2 

Tuberculosis  C(aneer  Various 
20  25 


2 1 2 separate  lots  of  bedding  were  steam  disinfected,  and  the 
following  is  a list  of  the  articles  : — 


Disinfection  on  behalf  of 

Mattresses 

Pillows  & 
Bolsters 

Blankets 

Other 

Articles 

Total 

Civilian  Cases  in  town 

>7 

27 

56 

53 

. ‘53 

Civilians  outside  town 

21 

26 

59 

167 

273 

Military 

4 

62 

1618 

210 

1894 

Evacuation 

79 

8 1 

685 

63 

90S 

Scabies  ... 

... 

... 

49 2 

3701 

4193 

Fire  Guard  Posts 

70 

72 

566 

3 

711 

Various  ... 

87 

99 

1 102 

70 

‘358 

Totals 

OO 

367 

4578 

4267 

9490 
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Rat  Disinfestation 

The  Town  Council  having  received  delegated  powers  under  the 
Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  appointed  Mr.  H.  E.  Williamson 
as  rodent  operator  for  Barnstaple  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  ot  Food 
to  administer  the  Infestation  Order  1943  under  the  direction  of  the 
Health  Department.  A survey  of  the  town  was  made,  and  infestations 
classified  into  three'  categories. 

The  total  number  of  premises  treated  during  the  year  was  102, 
and  in  26  instances  retreatments  were  found  necessary. 

Total  number  of  visits  to  treated  premises  ...  867 

Total  number  of  premises  visited  in  connection 

with  actual  or  possible  infestations...  ...  491 

Total  number  of  visits  made  ...  ...  ...  1293 

312  lbs.  of  sausage  rusk  used  for  preliminary  baiting. 

86  lbs.  of  poison  bait  used  and  at  least  34  lbs.  of  poison  bait  taken. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  the  number  of  rats  killed,  but  the 
figure  should  be  anything  between  1,370  and  5,000. 


/ 
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Petroleum  and  Explosives  Act. 

The  following-  store  licenses  were  granted  under  the  Petroleum 
Act,  1928  : — 

Petroleum  Spirit  ...  ...  ...  54 

Petroleum  Spirit  and  Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  4 

Petroleum  Spirit,  Carbide,  and  Petroleum  Mixtures  1 

Petroleum  Mixtures  ...  ...  ...  5 

Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  ...  ...  8 

Total  ...  72 

% 

The  quantities  stored  are  as  follows  : — 

Petroleum  Spirit  ...  2 1 9.509  gallons 

Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  2,016  lbs. 

Petroleum  Mixtures  ...  255  gallons 

The  amount  -of  fees  received  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the 

above  licenses  was  £44  15s. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  storage  of  mixed 
explosives  was  7. 

A license  was  granted  to  store  gunpowder  and  high  txplosives 
in  a magazine. 
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The  following  is  a detailed  list  of  Sanitary  Operations 
carried  out  during  the  year  1944 


Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  17 

New  interceptors  fixed  ...  ...  3 

New  inspection  chambers  built  ...  ...  4 

New  fresh  air  inlets  provided  ...  ...  2 

New  gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  water  closets  built  ...  ...  3 

New  W.C.  pans  provided  ...  ...  14 

New  flushing  .cisterns  fixed  ...  ...  2 

Rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  16 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  8 

Plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  5 

Yards  cemented  ...  ...  ...  2 

Roofs  repaired  and  renewed  ...  ...  5 

Dust  bins  provided  ...  * ...  ...  21 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  16 

Smoke  and  water  tests  applied  to  drains  ...  37 

Premises  where  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  80 
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Summary  of  Inspections,  &c. 

Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses 

Visits  to  butchers’  shops 

Visits  to  other  food  shops  . . 

Cowsheds  inspected  ... 

Dairies  inspected 
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I wish  to  record  thanks  to  each  Member  of  the  Council,  and 
particularly  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and 
Housing  Committee,  and  to  all  the  Officials  of  the  Corporation,  for 
the  support  and  consideration  afforded  to  me. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


ARTHUR  E.  TUCKER. 
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